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God is Still Speaking 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ, Dodgeville, 
Wisconsin           

 From the Pastor’s Pen…          
 

Lord have mercy!  I am writing this for our September newsletter!  Where did it go?  The summer I 
mean... We had the most wonderful outdoor worship service just last Sunday – you know, when it was still 
August.  The sky was blue; the breeze was pleasant, and the energy was extremely life-affirming.  Then 
someone showed up with a fall leaf and I felt my heart jump straight up into my throat. 

That happens to me every year.  I am always caught off guard by the prospect of summer ending 
and I never feel as though I am ready.  But as things start to brown up a little and turn dull, I feel myself 
beginning to yearn for fall with its crisp air, healthy harvests and brilliant colors.  Isn’t it amazing how 
everything has that one final hoorah before it all goes back to sleep? 

What’s really interesting though, is that this is the time of year when the church starts coming back 
to life.  During the summer, while the earth is alive, the church is quiet; people are off enjoying the weather 
and for the church, not much seems to happen.  But then, as nature starts making preparations to go back 
to sleep, people return and the church gets busy again.  Don’t get me wrong; it’s nice to have a little down 
time from the fast-pace of Advent, Lent, Pasty-making and Easter, but wouldn’t it be nice if we could find 
a middle ground in all of it?   

Soon, we will be embarking on a new mission here at Plymouth.  September 7 will be the grand-
opening of our Wacky-Wednesday program.  I suspect things will be a little wacky for us all as we ease 
into this transition.  We will also be starting up with pasties again in October, as well as continuing with 
our current mission with the folks at Feeding Friends.  It sounds like a lot, but working together it is 
actually just right.  We have different missions calling for different talents, and if nothing else 
Plymouth, we are a congregation of many talents. 

As we flow into our busy season let us remember that following in the footsteps of Jesus is something 
that we have committed ourselves to doing together.  Let us remember to center ourselves in his love through 
worship, praise and community-time so that we can spread his love to those we are serving.  Let us remember 
that we love each other and want what’s best for each other as well as for those we serve.  And let us remember 
to pray, and pray often. 

God has blessed us beyond what anyone could possibly imagine.  God has given us everything. God 
is our life, our hope and our future. As children of God, we have a need to honor God through service, worship 
and thanksgiving for God’s boundless love and grace.  Because God has planted love in our hearts and 
transformed us by grace, we give of ourselves not out of obligation, but from worshipful hearts of adoration.  
And as we move into our season of busyness, let us put our hearts into the work God has called us to do.   

  

     

Blessings and Peace, Pastor Joy 

 

the Herald  September 2016  

  

  
Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 
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Moderator’s Report 

I had to stop for a school bus this morning.  Can it be the end of summer already?  It can and that 

means a few things are just around the corner at Plymouth.  In a little more than a week we kick off our 

Wacky Wednesday Afterschool Program.  I can’t thank the congregation at Plymouth enough for 

making this opportunity possible.  The Dodgeville School system needs this now more than ever.  It 

was little more than a week ago that I heard a professional educator talk about the need to reach out to 

the very age student age group we are targeting for learning help. The 1st through 4th grade category we 

are assisting is at the most critical age for absorbing quality reading comprehension skills.  Hopefully 

we can make a positive mark on these youngsters.  My hat is off to the Plymouth Volunteers who have 

been taking on line training courses, readying the church and sorting through the financial aspect of this 

project.   

      An old Plymouth Tradition cranks up again in October.  Pasties will be here soon. This is the most 

important fund raiser we have.  It takes a great deal of organizational effort.  Each year staffing of the 

two shifts becomes more and more difficult.  We rely on more than just Plymouth members to produce 

the approximately 850 pasties per sale.  Many friends from outside our congregation join us in the 

kitchen.  Please make certain to thank them.  Circle the second Saturday on your calendars.  All of us 

need to pitch in as often as we can to make this important money raiser a success. 

Good luck at school, 

 Bill D 

 

Plymouth UCC Council Minutes 
August 16th, 2016  

Present: Chuck Roethe, Julie Neal, Pastor Joylynn, Gary McHone, Dave Pearson,  Earl Barnes.  Excused: Bill Duwell, 

Steve Freeman, Gretchen Pearson. 

Opening Prayer-Pastor Joy 

Agenda: No Changes, approved 

Council Minutes of July 19th, 2016:  Gary moved approval as printed, Dave seconded, approved 

Pastors Report: Joylynn noted that no one on the Council had heard any negative comments from members attending the 

services led by Diaconate during her vacation.  She will be on vacation October 17-24th and the Diaconate will be leading 

the service on the 22nd.   

A Council/Trustee overnight Retreat was proposed by Joy at Sinsinnawa in October facilitated by the Center for 

Progressive Renewal.  The cost of renting a room would be $100-$150 plus a $20 administration fee.  Rooms including 3 

meals would be $60 per person.  Julie moved without knowing specifically what is needed to pay for the facilitator that 

$500 be approved to pay for the retreat with up to $100 additional be available to assist council and trustee attendees not 

able to pay the $60 overnight fee.  Seconded by Earl and approved.  It was noted that $800 budgeted for conference 

delegates will not be used in our budget.  This is a recommended program by the UCC Conference. 
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Financial Report: Dave & Earl presented the printed reports with members lamenting that reimbursements make it 

difficult for budget categories to accurately determine what is remaining in their budget.  Dave indicated that Steve had 

not been able to set up a meeting with the accountant at Dodgeville Tax & Accounting to address this issue.  He noted that 

she continues to be quite busy and he only received the reconciled reports this morning.   Dave moved and Gary seconded 

approval of the Financial Reports, approved. 

Committee Reports: 

Education: Julie reported that they had three teachers who have volunteered but are not sure of students for the Fall.  She 

is hopeful that the Wednesday After School program will generate additional student. 

Diaconate: Gary reported that they are prepared for the 10:30 service on Sunday at Centennial Park.  He also indicated 

that they have plans for the October 22nd service when Joy will be on vacation.  He said the services done by his 

committee when Joy was on vacation were well received. 

Trustees:  Steve 

 Large Fellowship Storage Room (Bat Cave)-no report 

 Other Building Maintenance Updates- no report 

Stained Glass Newspaper Article- Joy indicated she had met with Brook from the Chronicle this afternoon and 

had given her a tour answering her questions. 

Mission:   Chuck reported he had been unable to get a meeting of the Mission/Outreach committee due to conflicting 

summer schedules 

Other Business: After School Program:  First Day is Wed. Sept 7th.  Dave reported that back ground checks had been 

done and our insurance training programs for proper supervision were being taken by paid & volunteer staff.     

Meeting adjourned at 8:15  Next meeting September 20thth at 7pm  

Respectfully submitted, Dave Pearson, Treasurer 

 

 

 
 

 

               

PASTY HELPERS NEEDED 

Making pasties is a major fund-raiser at Plymouth and occurs on the second Saturday of the month from 

October to April. More workers are needed to fill time slots. Below are the tasks involved. Please call 

Denise at 574-5668 or Jill at 935-2561 if you are willing to assist.   

 

CHURCH TABLECLOTHS STILL 

MISSING 

Some of Plymouth’s lovely tablecloths are still 

missing.  One white round tablecloth, one white 

long tablecloth and two blue checked/floral 

tablecloths that fit the tables in Fellowship Hall. 

Please return to the church if found. Thank you! 
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Thursday evening -4:30- 6:30 potato peeling (flexibility in this time) 

Friday morning- 7:30 am -9 or so - pastry making (coffee included!)  

Saturday- 4:30 am until 8:00 am- first shift pasty making 

 Saturday- 8:00 am until 11:00 am-second shift pasty making  

Saturday 6:00 am-8:00 am- sales  

Saturday 8:00- 10:00am- sales  

Saturday 10:00 am-12:30 pm- sales  

Saturday 10:30- 12:30- clean up  

Coffee and donuts are offered Saturday mornings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

 

 

 

The point is to communicate and give 

everyone a voice. 

The next Plymouth Community 

Conversations will be on September 18th  

 

 

A wonderful 

worship service 

and potluck meal 

were enjoyed by 

all in attendance on 

a perfect summer 

day. 

 

Church Picnic at Centennial Park  

 

 

A wonderful 

worship service and 

huge potluck meal 

were enjoyed by all 

in attendance on 

August 21st on a 

perfect summer day. 
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Soon Plymouth will be starting a new ministry called Wacky Wednesday.  This much needed after-school program 
will be a great service to those young people who have nowhere to go after school by providing them with a safe 
space in which to do homework and participate in fun and meaningful activities.  We have been planning this project 
for nearly a year and are very excited to seen see it launch! It is important for us to remember however, that this new 
ministry is not a replacement for our existing ministry Feeding Friends.  Feeding Friends has evolved into a huge 
success in our community and Plymouth has played a large role in that success.  We have had many kinks to work 
out, but we have reached a place where we are operating smoothly and the program is depending on us to continue 
to do so.  We have a core group that participates in this ministry, but we have lost some of our volunteers and could 
sure use some replacements.  The work is easy, fun and rewarding, plus you get a free meal!  Won’t you please 
consider joining us in this very worthy ministry?  Come once and give it a try; you won’t regret it!      

                                         
 
 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Community Meal 
 
 

Last year was a major success and everyone 

has decided that we want to do it again!  

Please start thinking about this very 

important event sponsored by all four 

mainline Dodgeville churches and Feeding 

Friends.  

 

 A Thanksgiving dinner will be served 

starting at 5 pm to be followed by an 

ecumenical worship service at 7 pm.  Choir 

members please consider participating in an 

ecumenical choir.  Last year was fantastic! 

 

We will collect donations towards this meal 

in November. 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 

We have curriculum, we have a nicely appointed 

classroom, and we have willing teachers.  We just need 

one more thing – STUDENTS!  If you know of children 

between the ages of 5 and 13 who would like to attend 

Sunday School at Plymouth, please contact Julie Neal at 

david.neal@frontier.com or by phone at 623-2400.  We 

would love to get a program up and running. 

 

mailto:david.neal@frontier.com
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Food Pantry Wish List 

Jelly/jam, Peanut butter 

Pancake mix, Syrup 

Hamburger Helper, Ketchup 

Boxed potatoes, Canned 

meals 

Canned vegetables, 

Jello/pudding 

Cake Mix, Boxed desserts 

Muffin Mix 

Cash donations are also 

welcome 

Feeding Friends Community Meal 

Plymouth will host the Feeding Friends dinner on 

Wednesday, September 14th at 5:00pm. The meal will 

be Stroganoff, French Bread, Corn, Salads & Dessert and 

the coordinators will be Earl & Shirley. 

Food donations are more than welcome since the number of 

people attending the meal was 111 people last week. Please 

contact Earl & Shirley if you can help. 

Food prep time is from 3:30pm-5pm with meal serving at 5:00 

pm until 6:30pm.  Joyful Noise offerings help with the 

purchase of food for this community meal. 

This month we will have a Campfire Church service 

conducted with Pastor Joy & Jim at 6:30pm outside the 

DMC in the east lawn area. Please join us and bring your 

lawn chairs and sticks for roasting marshmallows.  Enjoy 

the campfire while hearing them discuss Jesus’ Sermon on 

the Mount!   

                     

Needed for Feeding Friends:  Cottage cheese, Cool Whip and 

large yogurt cartons to store leftovers or use for carry out 

meals.  Also any ice cream buckets with lids.  Please put any of 

these clean containers in the kitchen in the large white basket. 

Thank you.  

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=food+pantry+ministry+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=B2D8EEE3A7A9786E463A465D5DD591E9E6751A59&selectedIndex=15&ccid=3lqWMZQa&simid=608047196987723109&thid=OIP.Mde5a9631941a895ec51ae3779f348b8bH0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Serving+Others+Clip+Art&FORM=IRIBEP
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  *******************************************                                           

**********************************************

********************************************** 

 

Wacky Wednesday Updates 

The new After-School program kicks off on SEPTEMBER 7th!  

New applications were sent out to the families. The Family Resource room was cleaned last week and now we 

have storage for our supplies. Please consider volunteering. You could volunteer for 1, 2, or all three hours and 

it doesn't have to be every week. Join us when you can. The children will arrive at 2:30 but we will start setting 

up snack at 2:00. Sign-up sheets for volunteers to work at the program and to provide snacks are posted 

on the church bulletin board. If you have a talent to share or questions, please call Judy Campbell at 574-

1266. 

DONATIONS WANTED: 

Legos and board games for ages 5-8. 

 

 

***************************************************************************** 

The Plymouth garden in late summer. 
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Texts for The Coming Months 
 

Throughout the summer months we have focused on three different series offered by the Narrative Lectionary.  

Beginning September 11, we will start cycling through the Narrative Lectionary proper.  Traditionally we have 

Suicide Memorial Walk 

Friday, September 23, 2016 6:00 pm- 9:00pm 

Ley Pavilion Harris Park, Dodgeville WI 

Registration information on: (Deadline Sept. 16) 

www.Suicide-IowaCountyWI.org    $20 per person (T-shirt, memorial beads, night lantern) 

 Options to register as a team (Deadline Sept. 16) 

 Easy walking route, walk at own pace no set distance 

 You are welcome on to register on the day of the walk, no guarantee of a T-shirt or night lantern 

 Questions: SPCICWI@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Be sure and check out the website at 

plymouthuccdodgeville.org 

There is a place on the website to submit emails & 

events to the church office and to view recent photos 

and upcoming events. 

Newsletter Submissions 

 Please email the info for the October 2016 

Newsletter to Sherry @ Plymouth@mhtc.net  

by September 22.  THANK YOU! 

 

 

 
Pastor Joy’s Schedule 

Pastor Hours: Pastor Joy will be available 

Tuesday through Thursday for Pastoral visits 

or Pastoral care.  Please feel free to drop by the 

office or you can call for an appointment.   

Pastor Joy may be reached at: 553-0149 or the 

church office at 935-5727 or 

plymouth@mhtc.net  

 

 
 

Pastor Joy’s Schedule 

Pastor Hours: Pastor Joy will be available 

Tuesday through Thursday for Pastoral visits 

or Pastoral care.  Please feel free to drop by 

the office or you can call for an appointment.   

Pastor Joy may be reached at: 553-0149, or 

the church office at 935-5727 or 

plymouth@mhtc.net  

 

Choir practice resumes on Wednesday at 7pm. New voices 

are welcome. Contact Lisa Duwell for more information. 553-4513. 

 

SEPTEMBER 11: Church service moves 

to 10:00am.

 

http://www.suicide-iowacountywi.org/
mailto:Plymouth@mhtc.net
mailto:Plymouth@mhtc.net
mailto:plymouth@mhtc.net
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followed the Revised Common Lectionary which is a 3 year cycle.  The Narrative Lectionary is a four-year 

cycle of readings developed by Luther Seminary. On the Sundays from September through May, each year the 

texts follow the sweep of the biblical story, from Creation through the early Christian church.  These texts show 

the breadth and variety of voices within Scripture. They invite us to hear the stories of Abraham and Sarah, 

Moses and the prophets, Jesus, and Paul.  These stories tell of hope and disappointment, suffering and 

redemption – things we can all identify with today. Listening in on these many different voices within Scripture, 

we find God dealing with the complexities of human life which helps us to discern how God is still speaking to 

us today.   So that you will know what to expect each week, I will be giving you the monthly schedule and a 

brief synopsis of what the lesson is about.  I encourage you to read the text each week and reflect on what is 

being offered. 

Promises, Promises 

Promises, Promises” is the overall theme suggested for the fall.  The God who meets us in the Old Testament is 

a promising God. God makes promises and proves faithful to those promises. God’s fidelity to the divine 

promises may be the most important theological theme in the Old Testament. The God of Abraham and Sarah 

binds the divine self to creation and also to Israel. Even though individual Israelites and Israel as a people so 

often prove unfaithful to God, God remains steadfast, immovable and committed to the creation, to the nation, 

and to individual women and men. 

Series I: God’s Promising Beginning 

September 11 (Pentecost 17) through October 9 (Pentecost 21) 

 

9/11 Creation and Fall --- Genesis 2:4b7, 1517; 3:18 --- (Luke 11:4) 

Pentecost 17 

 

If the Bible as a whole is a literary plot, it is about the problem of “sin” and God’s responses to that problem.  A 

plot can be described as a literary problem to be addressed. The creation begins with wondrous promise God 

creates the human, breathes the divine spirit of life into the human, and places the human in the garden to “till it 

and keep it.” Humanity has a place and a purpose to till (that is, to “serve” the creation Hebrew ‘abad) and keep 

(that is, to “guard” or “watch over” the creation Hebrew shamar). But the humans sin.  They learn to know the 

difference between good and evil but knowing what is good does not mean the humans have the ability to 

choose good rather than evil. Thus, in spite of the promising beginning, sin is the reality of life. The question 

then becomes, what is God going to do about it? 

 

9/18 God’s Promise to Abraham --- Genesis 15:16 --- (Luke 3:8) 

Pentecost 18 

 

Original sin a Christian term for the brokenness that distorts all of creation is the cursed condition of creation to 

which God responds in the Bible. God’s response is not limited to one action. Although God considered wiping 

the slate clean (see the flood in Gen 69), God decided to stick with creation and fix sin another way. One way 

that God responded to the curse of sin was to bless one people in order that through that one people, all the 

nations of the earth might be blessed (Gen 12:13).  Genesis 15 describes how God renews the divine promise to 

Abraham, who had remained childless into old age. Shockingly, Abraham believes God’s promise in spite of 

the unlikelihood of the promise being kept. And God reckoned Abraham’s faith as righteousness. 

 

9/25 God Works through Joseph --- Genesis 37:38, 26-34; 50:15-21 --- (Luke 6:35) 

Pentecost 19 

 

Sometimes God’s promises go to ground and hide. It might seem that God has turned away, that God has 

abandoned the chosen people to their own fate. It certainly seemed that way to Joseph who was ambushed, 

stripped, enslaved, imprisoned, and forgotten. But God was with Joseph. Indeed, God met Joseph in his 

suffering and blessed him to be a blessing. Genesis says that although Joseph’s brothers intended evil through 

their actions, God worked through their evil deeds to keep the promise, to preserve the great and numerous 
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people, and keep the mission of God alive. Note that Genesis ends with the promise of the numerous people 

kept, but Israel is not in the Promised Land. What will God do? 

***************************************************************************** 

 

 Sunday 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

       

4 5 
 

6 7 

Choir Resumes 

7pm 

Wacky Wednesday 

kicks off 2:30-5:30 
 

8 9 
  

10 

   

 

   

11 
CHURCH SERVICE 

MOVES TO 10:00AM  

12 13 

Church 

office open 

from 7-8am 

and 11:15-

1:15 

14 

Wacky Wednesday 

2:30-5:30 

Feeding Friends 5 

pm 

Choir  7pm 

15 
 

16 17 
 

       

18 
 

19 
 

20 
Diaconate 

Meeting 5pm 

& Council 

Meeting 7pm 

 

21 
Ruth Circle 

14 

Wacky 

Wednesday 2:30-

5:30 

Feeding Friends 

5 pm 

Choir 7pm 

22 
Newsletter 

content due 

23 
 

24 
 

       

25 
 

26 27 28 

Wacky 

Wednesday 2:30-

5:30 

Feeding Friends 

5 pm 

Choir 7pm 
 

29 
Trustee 

Meeting 7pm 

 
 

30  
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Plymouth Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

115 W. Merrimac Rd. 

Dodgeville, WI 53533 

  

Phone: 608-935-5727 

E-mail: plymouth@mhtc.net 

Website: plymouthuccdodgeville.org 
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Pastor 

Reverend Joylynn Graham 

Cell 553-0149 

pastorjoylynn@gmail.com 

Office Administrator 

Sherry Miess 

Office 935-5727 

Email :Plymouth@mhtc.net 

Maintenance 

  Keely Thomas 

Home 935-9259 

Organist 

Marilyn Dunn 

Choir Director 

Lisa Duwell 

Council Moderator 

Bill Duwell 

  Vice Moderator 

Chuck Roethe  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sunday worship is on Dodgeville Local Access channel. (MHTC 

channel 10).  The schedule is as follows: 

 Sunday at 4 pm 

 Tuesday at 7 pm 

 Thursday at 8 am 

Sermons are also available for viewing on our website:  

plymouthuccdodgeville.org and on YouTube.com 

Church Council 

Bill DuWell, Moderator 

Chuck Roethe, Vice 

Moderator 

Steve Freeman, Trustees 

Gary McHone, Diaconate 

Chuck Roethe, Mission 

Gretchen Pearson, Clerk 

Julie Neal, Christian Ed 

Dave Pearson, Treasurer 

Earl Barnes, Finical 

Secretary  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Bill Duwell – 7th 

Earl Barnes – 16th 

Jill Roethe -25th 

CELEBRATE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TV Broadcast Schedule 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 11: Church service time 

moves to 10:00am.    

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Birthday+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=BAA3FE76F39C7523991A3231F971CAD26588DC48&selectedIndex=197&ccid=Sld3A0o2&simid=607986406031756929&thid=OIP.M4a5777034a36025af7a2d431c27ac426H0

