
 
December 1 -  
World Aids day 
 
breakfast with santa and 
mrs claus, 8 am until 11 
am 
 
Live Nativity with Dodge-
ville Chamber of commerce 
and Plymouth ucc open 
house.  donation of cook-
ies is needed, 1 pm until 5 
pm 
 
December 2 - first sunday 
of advent 
 
December 8 - Pasty sale 
 
December 9 - 2019 budget 
proposal meeting follow-
ing worship 
 
December 9/10 - poinsettia 
order due 
 
December 12 - feeding 
friends 
 
December 16 - Winter sol-
stice worship with special 
guest Cecilia farran 
 
December 16 - Christmas 
caroling at local nursing 
homes, 11:45 am 
 
December 21 - Ecumenical 
candlelight Vigil service 
at Plymouth Ucc, 6:30 pm 
 
December 24 - Christmas 
eve worship, 7 pm 

 

https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/


A Note from the Pastor… 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

There is much to be thankful for this year; there is also much to lament.  Globally, nationally, locally, and 
personally, there is much to lament; yet before we have time to absorb one thing, we are on to something else. 

On November 7, there was a mass shooting at a bar in Thousand Oaks, California which left 12 people 
dead.  But within hours of the shooting, our concerns were redirected to the fires which consumed many towns in 
California – including Thousand Oaks.  

A caravan of migrants has been heading for the U.S. border for several months now, yet our attention has 
seesawed back and forth between our concerns for their welfare and the November elections.   

This year we have observed children, toddlers and babies sitting in cages crying for their parents.  We have 
seen them seated in courtrooms at their own deportation hearings.  We have watched babies being ripped from 
their mother’s arms, or tear-gassed as their mother’s ran from border patrol, yet competing for our attention was 
the Supreme Court justice hearing. 

Hurricanes, flooding and fires have displaced thousands and thousands of people; we look on in horror as 
people are being gunned down in their places of worship, in schools, in malls and in workplaces.  We see tempers 
flaring and vitriol rising all around us; we have observed the resurrection of Nazism, clashes with the KKK, and the 
death by suicide of many famous people. 

Scientists are issuing red alerts about global warming warnings; economists are issuing red alerts about a 
looming financial crisis, and government dysfunction is the new normal. 

The European Union is breaking up; the Soviet Union is reknitting; the Catholic Church is imploding, and 
the United States has pulled out of the Paris agreement.  Meanwhile, in our own lives, we grieve at the passing of 
loved ones; we worry about sickness and diseases brought on by unhealthy foods, toxic air and unsafe water.  We 
wonder if our health insurance will cover us, or if we can even afford it, or if it will drop us because of pre-existing 
conditions. 

There is much to lament, yet there has been no time to absorb any of it. Ecclesiastes 3:4 tells us there is a 
time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance.  Lamentation is needed and necessary.  
Why?  Because that is our path to healing.   

We all carry deep within ourselves a reservoir of tears. When we allow ourselves to lament, these tears can 
be released to form a healing flood. Lament challenge us to locate our pain, the pain of others, the pain of the 
world, and to make all of it the subject of our prayers. And when we lament together as a church, we act as inter-
cessor for the greater community, especially for the oppressed. 

As we enter into Advent, it’s worth remembering that this is a season of darkness in more ways than one. 
Seasonally, the daylight decreases to its minimum point, a reminder that spiritually, we are a people who walk in a 
“land of deep darkness” and desperately need the light. And while we look ahead to Christmas and the celebration 
of Christ’s first coming, Advent also reminds us that we still await Christ’s return. In the present time, we do not 
yet see all things made subject to Christ. 

Lament might seem far removed from holiday cheer, but it is a fitting time for lament as time and time 
again we journey from Advent expectation to Christmas adoration.  

 
Blessings on your healing time of lament, 
 Pastor Joy  



  INFORMATION PERTINENT TO NEW INCOME TAX LAWS 

There is a mechanism for contributing to the church for maximum income tax saving.  It applies to people 70 1/2 and 
over. 

If you transfer money directly from a retirement account to the church you do not have to declare it as income.  This 
would be the maximum saving as regards income tax. 

  It requires a special process that either your financial advisor or your tax preparer needs to provide to you.  But the 
procedure is very simple.  If you would like more information on this please contact Chuck Roethe.  I can't do it for you 
but I can show you what to do.  Anyone can still do it for this tax year and for sure for next year. 

  Chuck Roethe/Moderator      jill.roethe@gmail.com        935-2561   

On December 16th, the Plymouth Choir will 
sing for residents at 4 local nursing homes 
beginning at Bloomfield Manor, and then on to 
Upland Hill Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, 
Crestridge, and finally at Sienna Crest.  They 
will start at 11:45 am.  Everyone is invited to 
participate with the choir.  Please contact Lisa 
Duwell if you have any questions.     

Harry collected $340 for the Sierra 

Leone orphans...enough to take the 

kids to the beach for Christ-

mas.  Thanks to all who contributed. 

https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Plymouth-United-Church-of-Christ-Dodgeville-199789410061166/
mailto:jill.roethe@gmail.com


Plymouth UCC Council Minutes 

November 20, 2018 

Members Present- Chuck Roethe, Dave Pearson, Gary 
McHone, Mark Pepelea, Lisa Pepelea (filling in as secretary), 
and Pastor Joy 

Opening Prayer by Pastor Joy  

October meeting notes reviewed.  Motion made by Dave 
with second by Gary to approve minutes as written.  Motion 
passed. 

Old Business -  

Lisa noted that 12 Circle of Care forms have been turned 
in so far. 

Pastor’s Report- 

Pastor Joy presented a WI Interfaith Power and Light 
form from the lecture on alternative energy and con-
servation she attended.  She will complete and send 
in the form and we can then proceed with our 
(hopefully) free energy assessment. 

Pastor Joy noted that she is working frantically preparing 
for the advent season. 

Diaconate- 

Gary noted that preparations are moving forward as 
planned for the hanging of the greens/pizza party 
and the live nativity. 

Diaconate is planning to send Christmas ecards (or paper 
cards where necessary) to all church members. 

Diaconate has discussed and would like to move forward 
with planned active shooter training for the church.  
Gary will get more information from local agencies 
about what that would involve, any costs associated 
with it, and how to proceed. 

Trustees- 

Mark noted that the money collected for diaconate at 
this year's fall fundraiser will carry over into the 2019 
budget. 

Currently spending is according to plan…but that doesn't 
include the additional building costs of roof and 
foundation repairs; and it does not account for the 
income from stewardship remaining below expecta-
tions. 

The handy man will begin reassembling the kitchen next 
week and plans to complete the work by December 
1st. 

Mark noted that the bill we received for the water-
proofing is incorrect.  The company will be adjusting 
the cost downward because they did not need to jet-
crete the wall and they did not install a sump pit, as 
priced in the estimate. 

Or  

On Facebook look for Plym-

outh United Church of Christ,  

Dodgeville 

 

Or on 

https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/sermons
https://www.youtube.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5k-NdBxPS-0&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5k-NdBxPS-0&t=7s


Mark noted that he will obtain tarps and straw to cover the area dis-
turbed by the waterproofing in time for the live nativity. 

Financial Report (prepared by Earl and presented by Chuck)- 

Earl stated that there has been a steady stream of generous steward-
ship contributions since we started pointing out the shortfall dur-
ing worship service.  No dollar amount was specified. 

Chuck  noted that Earl is in favor of continuing to dip into the general 
checking/savings instead of cutting program expenses too drasti-
cally. 

Dave believes many will take advantage of the new tax law allowing 
tax free donations from retirement investment accounts for those 
70+.  Chuck will provide details of this in the next newsletter. 

Dave reported that Wacky Wednesday employees are getting paid 
only for a very limited number of hours and are still volunteering 
much of their time. 

Mission/Outreach Report- 

Lisa reported that the committee finalized and distributed the Circle 
of Care form and that 12 have been completed and turned in so 
far. 

Changes to the welcome brochure are in progress.  Lisa is waiting for 
the Faith Explorers to finalize their meeting time and location.  
Dave or Joy will provide this information. 

The Joyful Noise calendar for 2019 is also almost complete.  Lisa is 
waiting to hear from Bill Duwell if there is still a need for 1 collec-
tion toward the mission trip of if both slated collections can be 
redirected to the Wacky Wednesday program. 

Lisa noted that Harry sent her a copy of the certificate from the or-
phanage in Sierra Leone designating it as a charity.  But unfortu-
nately our accountant believes it is inadequate for use to prove 
contributions are tax deductible per US tax code. 

Education-   

no report 

Moderator/Other Business - 

Chuck noted that as moderator, he will spearhead the task of finding 
people to fill open committee positions for 2019.  He asks that 
committee chairpersons please provide him with a list of who will 
be rotating off their committees and let him know. 

2019 Budget - 

Mark presented 3 versions of the budget for consideration…one that 
includes everything on the wish list and is greatly in deficit, one 
that severely cuts costs to achieve a zero balance, and one that is 
a compromise and leaves us with approximately the same planned 
deficit (approximately $5700) as the 2018 budget. 

Mark noted that the trustees do not recommend passing a budget 
that will increase the deficit over that from 2018. 

After much discussion, the council agreed that the compromise budg-
et (with a couple of minor changes) should be presented to the 

(Continued on page 8) 



Church Office:  

Pastor Availability 

Hours:  

Tuesday-Thursday 

10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Office Administrator 

Hours 

Tuesday-Thursday 

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

 

Pastor: 

Joylynn Graham 

Cell 553-0149 

pastor-

joylynn@gmail.com               

 

Office Administrator:  

Mary Haag 

935-5727 

plymouth@mhtc.net 

 

Maintenance: 

Keely Thomas 

Home 935-9259 

 

Organist: 

Marilyn Dunn 

 

Choir Director: 

Lisa Duwell 

 

Moderator:  

Chuck Roethe 

 

Vice Moderator: 

 

 

 

Please submit any items you would like 

to appear in the newsletter by this 

time.  Email your newsletter  

submissions to  

 

 

 

29  

45  

32 

21   

 

The Live Nativity and 

Open House at Plymouth 

UCC has been cancelled. 

mailto:pastorjoylynn@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjoylynn@gmail.com
mailto:plymouth@mhtc.net
mailto:plymouth@mhtc.net


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 Breakfast with Santa 
8-11 am 
Live Nativity 1-6 pm 
Ringing of the Bells for 
World Aids Day, Noon 

2 Worship 10 am 

Fellowship following 

service 

 

 

 

 

1st Sunday of Advent 

3 4 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

5 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

2:30 pm -  5:30 pm 

Faith Explorers 10:30 

Wacky Wednesday  

2:30 - 5:30 pm 

Choir , 7 pm 

6 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

 

7  8  Pasty Sale 

 

 

9 Worship 10 am 

 

2019 Budget  

Proposal meeting 

following worship 

  

2nd Sunday of Advent 

10 11 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

12 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

2:30 pm -  5:30 pm 

Faith Explorers 10:30 

Wacky Wednesday  

2:30 - 5:30 pm 

Choir , 7 pm 

13 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

Trustees, 7 pm 

14 15 

16  

Winter Solstice 

Advent Worship 

with guest  

Cecilia Farran  

10 am 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

17 18 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

 

Diaconate, 5:30 pm 

Council, 7 pm 

19 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

2:30 pm -  5:30 pm 

Faith Explorers 10:30 

Wacky Wednesday  

2:30 - 5:30 pm 

Choir , 7 pm 

20 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

21  
Ecumenical Candle-

light Vigil Service, 

6:30 pm Plymouth 

UCC 

22 

23 Worship 10 am 

Fellowship following 

service 

 

 

 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 

24  

 

 
Christmas Eve  

Worship, 7 pm.   

 

25 

 

26  

No  

Wacky 

Wednesday 

27 Office Hours  

8:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Pastor Available  

10 am - 2 pm 

 

Plymouth Circle, 

Noon 

28 29 

30 Worship 10 am 

Fellowship following 

service 

31      

 



Plymouth Congregational UCC will be hosting a Live 

Nativity and open house again this year in conjunction 

with the Chamber of Commerce holiday events on De-

cember 1.  Cookies and hot chocolate will be served at 

the open house.  Please talk to Reverend Joylynn if you 

would like to volunteer in any way.   

congregation for approval.  A motion to present the 
revised compromise budget to the congregation was 
made by Lisa and seconded by Dave. 

The budget will be presented to the congregation for ap-
proval in a meeting after worship on Sunday Decem-
ber 9th.  Chuck will send out the required notice. 

Next meeting December 18, 2018  7pm 

(Continued from page 5) 

Christmas Eve Service will be held 
monday, December 24th, at 7 pm.   

December 1st is also 
Worlds AIDS Day.  Harry 
will set up a table in the 
sanctuary with votive can-
dles to light, and he will 
ring the church bell at noon 
to commemorate those 
lost to Aids.  

http://www.aidsmemorial.info/memorial/id=75/john_thomas_memorial_bell_wall_at_cathedral_of_hope.html


 

Sometimes meeting times/

dates will change.  Please 

check the website,  Face-

book, or contact the church 

office 935-5727.  

 

Sundays 

Faith Explorers 8:45 am 

Special Music Sunday - 

once a month, usually the 

last Sunday of the month. 

 

Tuesdays 

Third Tuesday of the 

month: 

Diaconate 5:30 pm 

Council Meetings 7 pm- 

 

Wednesdays 

Wacky Wednesday, 2:30 - 

5:30 pm, September 

through May.  

Choir, 7 pm, September 

through May. 

Feeding Friends -  2nd 

Wednesday of the month.  

 

Thursdays 

Trustees - Second Thursday 

of the Month, 7 pm.  

Plymouth Circle -  Fourth 

Thursday of the month, 

noon, at Country Kitchen. 

 

Saturday 

Pasty Sales -  Second Satur-

day of the month October 

through April.   

The Diaconate Committee met November 20th with Gary, Harry, Joylynn and Jan present. 
 
The following items were discussed: 
 
Hanging of the Greens will be held November 25th after church.  This is being held early 
so the church will be decorated for the open house on December 1st.  Pizza will be provid-
ed in the overflow room.  Julie will pick these up and they will be baked at the church.  Jan 
will bring juice and Christmas tablecloths. 
 
The Live Nativity and Open House will be at Plymouth on December 1st from 1:00 - 5:00 
PM in conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce.  Our church members will be asked to 
provide cookies.  Gary will mend the manger which was broken last year and will purchase 
hot chocolate mix and marshmallows.  Jan will get out the pageant costumes and have 
them ready for the Live Nativity.  The overflow room is already decorated. 
 
December 1st is also the Breakfast with Santa which will be held at Plymouth.  Our church 
provides the place but has no other responsibilities but members are encouraged to 
attend the breakfast. 
 
December 1st is also Worlds Aids Day.  Harry will set up a table in the sanctuary with vo-
tive candles to light and will ring the church bell at noon to commemorate those lost to 
Aids. 
 
We discussed sending Christmas cards to all church members and it was decided that an e
-card would be sent to those with email and regular cards to those who don't.  We will 
also start sending thank you and sympathy cards when appropriate. 
 
On the 3rd Sunday of Advent we will have a guest taking part in our service with a Solstice 
related story.  This will be in addition to our regular sermon by Pastor Joy. 
 
Our next meeting will be December 18th. 
 
Respectfully submitted:  Jan Helmich, secretary 

https://www.plymouthuccdodgeville.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/PlymouthMPUCC
https://www.youtube.com/user/PlymouthMPUCC
https://www.facebook.com/Plymouth-United-Church-of-Christ-Dodgeville-199789410061166/


WACKY WEDNESDAY UPDATE 

WOW! We are already four months into the Wacky Wednesday program. We filled up quickly and now have 21 children grades K-3 partici-

pating. A surprising twist developed this fall when 5 of our “graduates”, those now in 4th and 5th grade, asked to return as helpers.  And that 

is exactly what they do: help walk the children, help hang up their coats, help in the kitchen, help in the garden, help with art projects, and 

sometimes even offer to teach a section on something like tumbling. It is wonderful having the extra hands to help our little ones be suc-

cessful. 

Some of our centers this year include LegoLand, Creation Station, Building Marble runs, learning new games, making beautiful slime (Thanks 

Gretchen, a former Science teacher, for taking on that one), making lots of fun holiday crafts, and we are rehearsing for a play that the chil-

dren wrote (Thanks to Bill, for that one!) which will be presented after the holidays. I am VERY curious how 3 mermaids and a Packer Quar-

terback are going to interact in this play. You are all invited to come and see for yourself. On top of all of that, every three weeks, the U.W. 

Extension comes and teaches us about healthy eating through stories and food preparation.  

The parents have expressed their gratitude at having a safe, engaging place for their children to go after school. It has made a big impact on 

these families in our community. Thank you for your continued support both financially, and physically with the sharing of the space and all 

the volunteer hours. If you want to volunteer, have a talent to share, or have ideas for simple projects, please let Judy Campbell know. 



Mission and Outreach Committee   7:00 p.m., Oct. 30th, 2018 

Members present:  Lisa Pepelea, Bill Duwell, Dave Pearson, Earl Barnes, Harry Zelhofer, and Chuck Roethe 

-Old Business 

Pastor Sam: Chuck Roethe inquired as to whether or not Harry Zelhofer had been able to acquire proof of 

tax exempt status from Pastor Sam’s Sierra Leonne Mission.  Harry reported that he had not. 

-New Business  

Circle of Care: Lisa Pepelea reported on a new  proposal called “Circle of Care”  A document was presented 

that offered a variety of ways that Plymouth Congregation members could volunteer to aid other members 

in times of need. After some discussion it was decided that with minor modifications the document would 

be made available as soon as possible to the congregation.  Implementation of the program will be ad-

dressed a soon as the completed form are reviewed.  

2019 Joyful Noise Calendar:  Lisa Pepelea Presented a draft of the proposed 2019 Joyful Noise Calendar. Bill 

Duwell suggested that the January collection dates slated for the annual mission trip that were on the pro-

posed calendar, may not be needed. Bill said the mission trip will likely be in need of far less funding since it 

is panned to be local this year.  It was decided to change at least one of those January contributions to be 

dedicated to Wacky Wednesday.  Bill will check to see if both of the January dates might be made available 

to Wacky Wednesday. 

Welcome Brochure:  Lisa made the committee aware that Plymouth would soon be in need of more wel-

come brochures and needed to review the brochure for need updates prior to printing. 

Next meeting: TBA 

Meeting adjourned. 

Bill Duwell                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Secretary 

Mission team’s first night in Texas, 2018.  





CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Moderator 

Chuck Roethe 

 

Vice Moderator 

 

 

Trustees 

Mark Pepelea  

 

Diaconate 

Gary McHone  

 

Mission 

Lisa Pepelea 

 

Clerk 

Denise Whitish 

 

Christian Education 

  

 

Treasurer 

Dave Pearson  

 

Financial Secretary 

Earl Barnes  

 

 

 

If your address, phone/cell 

number, or email have 

changed, please contact 

the office so that we may 

update our records .  You 

may call the office at 935-

5727, or email the office at  

plymouth@mhtc.net.   

Mission Statement 

“To grow and share our faith, worship God, and follow Jesus Christ in the ways of love, peace, compas-

sion, justice and the nurturing of God’s creation.” 

Vision Statement 

“To be a welcoming and thriving Christian Community, living our faith through reflection and action, 

while remaining grounded in God’s love.” 

mailto:plymouth@mhtc.net


Plymouth Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

115 West Merrimac Street 

Dodgeville, WI 53533 

Phone: 608-935-5727 

Email: Plymouth@mhtc.net 

Website: plymouthuccdodgeville.org 


