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God is Still Speaking 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ, Dodgeville, WI           

 From the Pastor’s Pen…          
 

At our last council meeting, I read a reflection piece that really seemed to resonate with everyone so I 

would like to share it with you here.  The piece comes from a little book I have entitled “This is How We 

Begin,” and it was written by Anthony B. Robinison.  It is entitled “Laboring in Vain.”  He begins with a 

scripture reading from Isaiah 49:6: “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the 

tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations…”    

The reflection goes like this: “Ever feel that you have little or nothing to show for all your hard work?  

Do you sometimes wonder if you have labored in vain?   

If you’ve know that experience, you’ll fina a companion in the prophet Isaiah.  God has called him as 

a special servant, but now the prophet is deeply discouraged.  He prays, “I have labored in vain, I have spent 

my strength for nothing and vanity…” (49:4). 

It’s hard to escape such feelings, at least at times.  We work to plan a great event, but the turnout is 

dismal.  We labor long and hard but when we check the numbers, there’s no confirming evidence at all.  As 

parents we work and sacrifice, only to hear a teenager say “I hate you” as they slam the door. 

Like Isiah, we may sigh, “I have spent my strength for nothing…” 

God responds to this discouraged servant in the strangest of ways.  God gives Isiah a new and much 

bigger job.  I will give you as a light to the nations.”  What could be bigger than “light to the nations?”   

Isiah feels a failure at one task and God gives him a bigger one.  What gives?  Sometimes it is when 

our own ideas of success go belly up that God can reach us.  Sometimes when we are tired out and ticked off 

from trying to do it all – and do it all by ourselves – it is then that God can show us a new path, a new way 

and a new vision.  Sometimes when we hit a wall, God opens a door.” 

I have certainly found this to be true in my own life.  What I also know to be true is that there are 

many seeds I have planted that I was not even aware of.  Like Sarah and Abraham who were promised 

descendants that would outnumber the stars in the sky, yet they only knew the joy of one son together.  Or 

Moses who led the Israelites to the Promised Land but never set foot in it himself. 

God responds in the strangest of ways.  Whether it be a newer and bigger job or differences made 

that we don’t realize, we are each of us a “light to the nations” in our own unique ways. 

Prayer: 

You know us, God; you know that we suffer times of discouragement, times when we feel we have 

labored in vain.  Grant us grace to let you share the load, to let you use us, and trust the outcomes to you.  

Amen. 

 

Blessings and Peace, to you all, 

Pastor Joy     
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Moderator’s Report 

    I have only a few thoughts to share with you for November.  A few thanks, a question and an 

apology to be more accurate.  My thank you goes out to all the congregation members who 

participated in our most recent community conversation.  The subject was the future of 

Plymouth Church.  The opinions expressed were honest, fair and heartfelt.  It was exactly what 

I was hoping for.  They represented a good beginning basis for our church to move forward.  

Going forward, conversations on the same subject will be had.  I want all of the congregations 

input.  If possible, join us on the third Sunday of November during fellowship. On that Sunday, 

we will be discussing next year’s budget. I’d like to hear what you have to say.  One thing that 

was gleaned from our most recent session was that the type of service that was being offered 

to Plymouth by the consulting firm Sand Bur, was not what we wanted.  Your input helped to 

decide that.  

    Thanks to the Trustees and Council for the hard work they are putting into the development 

of the 2017 budget.  Please remember, we need your input as well.  Do you want to know 

more about proposed budget related concerns?  Feel free to speak up or sit in on a scheduled 

meeting.  We are doing our best to have accurate numbers available for the congregation to 

consider as far ahead of the annual budget meeting as possible.  Are you satisfied with past 

budget processes? Is there something you’d like to see changed? Let’s talk and see what can 

be adjusted. Join us for sure on the 20th for our community conversation. 

    I need now to say, “I am sorry”. I am sorry for not being the supporting church family 

member I should have been.  Two of our most loyal Plymouth members needed my support 

over the last few months, and I let them down.  In their absence, I did not set aside lesser 

needs and do what was right for two great friends.  It is not my way as a rule to make a public 

showing of matter such as this.  Perhaps that is a good indicator that I do mean it deeply when 

I say, “Gretchen and Orville James, I should have done better by you. You both could have 

used a visit from me during Gretchen’s recovery and that did not happen.”  I’m thinking that 

perhaps something positive can come from an oversight as stupid as this one. It will, I think, 

help guide me in understanding what Plymouth values could be. Saying it means nothing of 

course. The difficulty is in the doing.  Until I’m better at this, hopefully, “I’m sorry”, will mean 

enough. In this vain I can start anew by sending prayers and well wishes to our good friend 

Ross Vivian.  Plymouth loves you Ross.  I hope to see you behind the bench at the Kohl Center 

as the season heats up.  

Thanks, Bill D 
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2016 Plymouth UCC Council Meeting October 18, 2106 

 

 

Present:  Bill DuWell, Julie Neal, Gary McHone, Earl Barnes, Dave Pearson, Pastor Joy, Gretchen Pearson, 

Steve Freeman. 

Excused:  Chuck Roethe 

Opening Prayer-Pastor Joy  

 

Agenda changes and approval: Dave moved to approve the agenda, Gary seconded.  Approved. 

 

Corrections and Approval of Council Minutes of September 20th, 2016: Change date under Pastor’s report 

from December 26 to December 25.  Julie moved and Pastor Joy seconded to approve the minutes with 

correction.  Approved.  

 

Pastors Report: Pastor Joy  

 Sand Bur Consulting proposal was discussed.  The community conversations, while attended by a small 

percentage of members, have been extremely productive.  The proposal presented a great commitment 

on the part of the congregation and the Council/Trustees.  Question posed – can we do some of this 

Scripture Readings for the Month of November 
 

November 6 Jonah and God’s Mercy 
Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost (or All Saints Sunday) 

Jonah 1:1-17; 3:1-10 [4:1-11] 

(Luke 18:3) 

Jonah’s attempted escape from God, God’s mercy on the people of Nineveh. 

 

November 13 God Calls Isaiah 
Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 6:1-8 

(Luke 5:8-10) 

Call of Isaiah: Holy, holy, holy is God; the prophet’s sin, cleansing, and sending. 

 

November 20 God Promises a New Covenant 
Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday 

Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; then 31:31-34 

(Luke 22:19-20) 

Jeremiah’s scroll calls for repentance, but the king burns it. The prophet promises a new covenant, written on 

the heart. 

 

November 27 Daniel’s Hope in God 
First Sunday of Advent 

Daniel 6:6-27 

(Luke 23:1-5) 

Daniel in the lions’ den; deliverance; God’s kingdom shall never be destroyed. 
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ourselves rather than hire someone?  The consultants could show us different examples.  They would 

bring new perspectives that we do not see.  If we would contract with Sand Bur, all meetings and 

discussions would be open to the entire congregation. 

 Pastor Joy will contact Sand Bur and inquire about help with streamlining our organization.   

 Dave moved to table this so that Pastor Joy and Bill can re-visit with the consulting firm and flesh out 

their suggested Engagement.  Gary seconded.  Approved. 

 Wacky Wednesday – Pastor Joy suggested to start thinking about once a month holding a dinner when 

the parents pick up their kids, or a movie night to get the parents to connect with the Plymouth 

volunteers.  Also, have a children’s time once a month.   

 

Financial Report: Steve, Dave, Earl  

 Getting the financial report emailed prior to the Council meeting is very helpful.   

 Endowment decreased in value slightly.   

 Stewardship offerings are running 21% ahead of last year and Mission is 27% ahead of last year. 

 Pastor Joy moved to accept the financial report.  Gretchen seconded.  Approved. 

 

Committee Reports  

Education: Julie presented a brilliant idea - because we do not have children coming to church or Sunday 

School at the present time we could meet them online by adding a children’s section to our website.  Julie and 

Pastor Joy will find some materials to put online.   

Diaconate: Gary suggested we do some Christmas caroling in nursing homes around Dodgeville.  

Trustees: Steve  

 Building Maintenance Updates – minor things need work.  The junction box for the fire inspection was 

finally located.  A window panel was installed where the AC had been in the LSS office.  The doorbell 

works best when pushed at the bottom.  

 Budget – We are on track with 25% of our budgeted expenditures left for the rest of the year.  OCWM 

dues based on active members. $4.75 is per member.   

 Trustees questioned whether we should move our money from Wells Fargo in light of recent disclosures.  

They have done a great job managing the Church’s investments.  No decision was made. 

Mission: Chuck via email – Committee will decide how to donate for Hurricane Matthew and present options 

to the congregation 

 

Other Business:   

 Pasty Pricing/Staffing – November the price will increase by $1.  A source for help might be high school 

students that need volunteer hours.  Perhaps some percent of each pasty might go toward college 

scholarships for an organization.  Another idea is to tie pasty sales to be used for a mission trip for 

youth.  Bill will talk to Denise about some of her ideas. 

 Stewardship Campaign – Bill wrote the letter and he and Sherry will get it in the mail by the end of this 

week. 

 

The Council moved to executive session. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gretchen Pearson, Clerk 

 

 

Next meeting Nov. 15th at 7pm 
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PASTY HELPERS NEEDED 

Making pasties is a major fund-raiser at 

Plymouth and occurs on the second Saturday of 

the month from October to April. More workers 

are needed to fill time slots. Below are the tasks 

involved. Please call Denise at 574-5668 or Jill at 

935-2561 if you are willing to assist.   

Thursday evening -4:30- 6:30 potato peeling 

(flexibility in this time) 

Friday morning- 7:30 am -9 or so - pastry making  

Saturday- 4:30 am until 8:00 am- first shift pasty 

making 

 Saturday- 8:00 am until 11:00 am-second shift pasty 

making  

Saturday 6:00 am-8:00 am- sales  

Saturday 8:00- 10:00am- sales  

Saturday 10:00 am-12:30 pm- sales  

Saturday 10:30- 12:30- clean up  

Free coffee and donuts and great conversations  

are offered Saturday mornings to all pasty workers! 

Part of the 2nd Shift Pasty Crew 

 

                                  

 

 

The point is to communicate and give 

everyone a voice. 

The next Plymouth Community 

Conversations will be on November 20th  

Please join us. 

 

 

 

Plymouth UCC 2016 -17 Pasty Sale Dates  

November 12, December 10 

January 14, February 11 

March 11, April 8 

The pasty price is currently $6.  

Thanks for supporting this fund-raiser 

In November, there is a customer coming all 

the way from the Twin Cities to pick up 

pasties because they love them so much! 

KUDOS TO THE PASTIES TEAM! 
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2nd Shift Pasty Sales Team       

            

             

.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Feeding Friends Community Meal 

Plymouth will host the Feeding Friends dinner 

on Wednesday, November 9th at 5:00pm. The 

meal will be Stroganoff, French Bread, Corn, Salads & 

Dessert and the coordinators will be Chuck & Jill. 

Joyful Noise offerings help with the purchase of food for 

this meal but all food donations are more than welcome 

since the number of people attending the meal is over 

120 people.  Please contact Chuck & Jill if you can help 

by donating food or with meal prep, serving and 

cleanup. 

Food prep time is from 3:30pm-5pm with meal serving 

at 5:00 pm until 6:30pm.                       

Part of the October Feeding Friends Team 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Food Pantry Wish List 

Jelly/jam, Peanut butter, Pancake mix, 

Syrup, Hamburger Helper, Ketchup, 

Boxed potatoes, Canned meals, Canned 

vegetables, Jello/pudding, Cake Mix, 

Boxed desserts, Muffin Mix 

Cash donations are also welcome 
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Mark your calendars for 
A Christmas Open House 

At Pastor Joy’s 
December 16 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
607 W. Chapel St., Dodgeville           

No need to bring anything other than your  

delightful selves.  I hope to see you there! 

 

 

Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving 

 

 

Ecumenical 

Meal &Service 
When: Wednesday, November 23, 

2016 Meal begins at 5 p.m. 

With worship at 7 p.m. 

Where: Dodgeville United Methodist 

Church     Please bring a salad 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 See you there!!! 

 

On Saturday, 

November 19th at 6 

p.m., you are 

invited to a Good 

Old Fashioned 

potluck in the 

fellowship hall!  

Plymouth will 

provide Lasagna; 

please bring you 

favorite Italian 

side dish to 

compliment the 

lasagna.  

Afterwards we 

will have games, 

good old 

fashioned 

conversation, and 

lots of fun!  See 

you there!!!! 
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       

       

  
 

1 2 

Wacky 

Wednesday  

2:30-5:30 

Choir  7pm 
 

3 4 
  

5 

 

       

6 
 

7 8 
 

9 

Wacky 

Wednesday 

2:30-5:30 

Feeding 

Friends 5 pm 

Choir  7pm 

 

10 
Trustee Meeting 

7pm 

11 12 
Pasty making 

       

13 
 

14 
 

15 
Diaconate 

Meeting 

5pm & 

Council 

Meeting 

7pm 

 

16 
Ruth Circle 

Wacky 

Wednesday 

2:30-5:30 

Choir 7pm 

17 
 

18 
 

19 

POTLUCK  6pm FH 

 
       

20 
Plymouth 

Community 

Conversations  

21 
 

22 
Newsletter 

content 

due 

23 

Wacky 

Wednesday 

2:30-5:30 

Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving 

meal 5-6:30 

with worship 

at 7pm 

24 
 

 

25 26 

       

27  

 

28 

 

 

 

 

                          
29 

                                 
30 

Wacky 

Wednesday 

2:30-5:30 

Choir 7pm 
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Plymouth Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

115 W. Merrimac Rd. 

Dodgeville, WI 53533 

  

Phone: 608-935-5727 

E-mail: plymouth@mhtc.net 

Website: plymouthuccdodgeville.org 
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Pastor 

Reverend Joylynn Graham 

Cell 553-0149 

pastorjoylynn@gmail.com 

Office Administrator 

Sherry Miess 

Office 935-5727 

Email :Plymouth@mhtc.net 

Maintenance 

  Keely Thomas 

Home 935-9259 

Organist 

Marilyn Dunn 

Choir Director 

Lisa Duwell 

Council Moderator 

Bill Duwell 

  Vice Moderator 

Chuck Roethe  

Church Council 

Bill DuWell, Moderator 

Chuck Roethe, Vice 

Moderator 

Steve Freeman, Trustees 

Gary McHone, Diaconate 

Chuck Roethe, Mission 

Gretchen Pearson, Clerk 

Julie Neal, Christian Ed 

Dave Pearson, Treasurer 

Earl Barnes, Finical 

Secretary  

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Maureen Teubert - 5th 

Zoey Dampf  & Julie Neal - 8th 

Kayla Kottke – 9th 

Orville James- 10th 

Denise Whitish- 11th 

Dean Whitish 17th 

Michelle Zettle-Bruegger -18th 

Brad Bruegger- 27th 

 

 

 

  

th 

1st 

CELEBRATE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sunday worship is on Dodgeville Local Access channel. (MHTC 

channel 10).  The schedule is as follows: 

 Sunday at 4 pm 

 Tuesday at 7 pm 

 Thursday at 8 am 

Sermons are also available for viewing on our website:  

plymouthuccdodgeville.org and on YouTube.com 

TV Broadcast Schedule 


